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It's hard to believe I've spent nearly 40 years in STEM. In that time, much changed: we changed 

from typewriters to PCs, from low performance to high performance computing, from data-

supported research to data-driven research, from traditional languages such as Fortran to a 

plethora of programming environments. And the rate of change seems to increase 

constantly. Some things have stayed more or less the same, such as the gender make-up of the 

STEM community, the level of stress and the struggles we all experience (and the joys!). In this 

talk, I will reflect on those years, on lessons learned and not learned or unlearned, on things I wish 

I understood 40 years ago, and on things I still do not understand
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